Genetic factors in affective illness.
Research strategies for determining genetic vulnerability markers in affective illness are delineated. Using these strategies, recent developments in the biology of manic-depressive illness are discussed, including results from association and linkage studies, pharmacologic challenge protocols, and cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) data. Several lines of evidence suggest that one genetically determined vulnerability to affective disorder may be a cholinergic supersensitivity, possibly mediated through increased numbers of cholinergic receptors.